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P>f THE CLAIMS : 

The following is a complete listing of the claims, and replaces all earlier 
listings and all earlier versions. 

1. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus for adding 
information to image data, said apparatus comprising: 

jBrst addition means for adding first identification information to the 
image data, wherein the first identifi cation information formed bv a first color signal is not 
easily recopnizable by the hxmian eve and relates to a copyright code: 

generating means for generating second identification information i 

and 

setting means for setting the second identification information in the 
image data containing the first identification information. 

wherein hiding means for f o rming the second identification 
infonnation i£ not easily recognizable with bv the human eye and is different in form fimn 
the first identification information r e lating t o a copyiigbt and n o t e asi l y r e cognizable w ife 
e ye, and setting the second id e n t ifica t i o n infoimaUou lii image data c o ntaining the fi r st 
id e n t ifica t ion infeimation, and 

wherein the firs t identifi c ati o n iufuiiaation is formed by - a first col o r 
signal, and s aid hiding generating means comprising comprises color conversion means for 
perfomiing color conversion of oij the image data including the first identification 
information , and fomiing means for forming the second identification information by a 
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second color signal dififerent from the first color signal forming the color-converted first 
identification information in the color-converted image data. 



2. (CanceUed) 

3- (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
Claim claim 1> ^^lerein the first identification information has a first block size, and said 
hiding generalin^ means forms the second identification infonnation having a second block 
si^e. 

4. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
Claim claim 3, wherein said hidiiig setting means wmpiiscs color c o nvciai o n means foi 
pc r f on ning c o l o r conv cr si o a u f t lic image datA, ami sets the second identification 
infonnation having the second block size in the color-converted image data that includes 
the color-converted first identification information . 

5. (Currently Amended) An linage processing apparatus according to 
Claim claim 4, wherein each of the color-converted first identification information and the 
second identification information is formed by a yellow signal. 



6- (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
Claim claim 1^ wherein the first identification information is formed by a signal for a thin 
color. 
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7. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
ClAim claim 1, wherein the first identification information is set as a frequency component 
of the image data. 

8. (Currenity Amended) An image processing method for adding 
infonntion to image data, said method comprising a hetting s t ep iucludiug : 

jL first addjtiw step> Of adding first i^entiqcatjQq jnfpymatiQ^ to the 
image data, wherein the first identification information formed by a first color signal is not 
easily recognizable bv the hmnan eve and relates to a copyright code: 

a generating step^ of generating second identification information: and 
a setting stet)> of setting the second identification information in the image 
data containing the first identification information, 

wherein Jfae f or ming a second identification information is not easily 
recognizable with by the human eye and is different in form from tiig first identification 
information r e lating t o a c o py r ight and n ot eaAily l e cognizablc with eye; and 

se t ting t he s e cond identificati o n infoiuution m inugc da ta 
containing " tli c firs t iden t ificati o n informati o n, and 

wh e r e in the fir s t id c ntifi c atiinriufuimdtioii is f o rmed by a first c o l or 
stg nal, and said netting generating step f urther inclndes performin g performs color 
conversion of on the image data iTiftinHing the first identification information, and fo r ming 
forms the second identification information by a second color signal dififerent from the first 
color signal forming the color-converted first identification information in the color- 
converted image data. 
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9. (Cancelled) 

10, (Currently Amended) An image processing method according to 
6feridcit claim 8, wherein the fii$t identification information has a first block size, and said 
setting generating step eompriAe$ f o miing fonns the second identification infonnation 
having a second block size. 

XL (Currently Amended) An image processing method according to 
Clmm cj^afll lO j wherein said setting step fc o mpris c g^ - pcifuiiuiiig col or c o nv cT: 5i o n o f th e 
ijinag e data and se t ti ng sets the second identification information having the second block 
size in the color-converted image data that includes the color-converted first identification 



12. (Currently Amended) An image processing method according to 
Claim claim II, wherein each of the color-converted first identification information and 
Use second identification infomiation is formed by a yellow signal. 

13, (Currently Amended) An image processing method according to 
Claim claim 8» v^erein the first identification information is formed by a signal for a thin 
color. 
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14. (Currently Amended) An image processing method according to 
€laim claim 8, v4ierein the first identification information is set as a firequency component 
of the image data. 

15. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium 
comprising storing a program for a aettiiig pi o ce&s &luied dieieiii^ llie netting process 
indnding implementing an imaee processing method for adding infoimation to image data, 
said program comprising : 

program code for a first addition step, of adding first identification 
Information to the unage_data,_wherein the first identification information formed by a first 
color signal is not easily reco fmiyahlft hy the human eve and relates to a copyright code: 

program code for a generating step, of generating second 
identification information: and 

program code for a settine step, of setting the second identification 
information in the imapejjata containing the first identification information. 

^dierein the fan ning second identification information is not easily 
recognizable "widi by the human eye and is different in form fit)m tiie first identification 
infomiation relating to a copyright and n o t easily r ec o gnizable w i th e ye; and 

se tt ing the second idcntificatlou infoiitiati c u in image data 
containing the firs ^ idcntificatioil infuima tionj, and 

whe r ein the firs t i d entification infeimation is f o rmed by a fir^ color 
signals and th e se t ting p r o cess f urther includes said generating step performs color 
conversion processing fo r per fo rming c o l o r couvei&iou of on the image data including the 
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first identification information, and forming processing fo r f oir ning fonhs the second 
identification inforroaiion by a second color signal different from fte first color signal 
forming the color-converted first identification information in the color-converted image 
data. 

16, (Cancelled) 

17. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium 
according to Claim claim 1 5, wherein the first identification information has a first block 
size, and tli e s e tting - pr o ccgs compri s es f or ming said genera ting step forms the second 
identification information having a second block size. 

1 8 , (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium 
according to Claim claim 17, wherrin the said setting piucc&:> cOAJUpiiscs c o l or conver s i o n 
piotcssing f o r pcrfouuing coloi ' conversi o n o f tlie image d<ita» and step sets the second 
identification itxformation having the second block size in the color-converted image data 
that includes the color-converted figst identification informatiQa . 

19. (Currratly Amended) An image processing apparatus for adding 
info^a^pn tn tmap e data, said apparatus comprisingL 

first addition means for adding first identification information to the 
image data, wherein the first identification information formed bv a first colo r signal is not 
easily recognizable bv the human eve: 
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generating means for generating second identification infonaation: 

and 

setting means for setting the second identification information in the 
image data containing the first identification information. 

wherein the hiding medm fui funming second identification 
information is not easily recognizable mth bv the human eye and is different in form from 
first identification information n o t easily rtcoaiiLLabl e with eye, and se t tingtiic s e cond 
id e irtificati o n infe n nati o n in - imaflc data containin g the firs t identificati o n infotmatioiL and 

whe r ein the first identification iuf o nuati o a is f o im e d by a Ci&t coloi ' 
stgnalrand said indtng penerating means furth er comprises color conversion means for 
performing color conversion of on the image data including lhe first identification 
information, and fonning means for forming the second identification information by a 
second color signal different from the first color signal forming the color-converted first 
identification information in the color-converted image data. 

20. (Cancelled) 

21. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
Claim claim 19, wherein the first identification infomiation has a first block size, and said 
hiding generating means fomas the second identification infonnation having a second block 
size. 
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22. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
eiaimdmm 21, wherein said fatding ssflmg means co mpiises col u i tonvcigiou means f o r 



information having the second block size in the color-converted image data th^ includes 
the color-converted first identificati on information. 

23. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
Claim claim 22, wherein each of the color-converted first identification information and 
the second identification infonnation is formed by a yellow signal. 

24. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
^aim claim 19, vrfierein the first identification information is formed by a signal for a thin 
color. 

25. (Currendy Amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
Claim claim 1 9, wherein the first identification information is set as a frequency 
component of the image data. 

26. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium 
co mprisin g storing a program for a setting pp o ccss stoied tlieirin, the cut ting proccCT 
iududing implementing an image processing method for addi n g information to image data, 
said prOgr aTTi CinmpriHinp- 



pcif o rming col o r c o nversi o n uf die image data, arrd sets the second identification 
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program code for a first addition step, of adding first identification 



infnrmfltion to the image data, wherein the first identification infonnation formed bv a first 
TOlor signal is not easily recognizable by the human eve: 

propram code for a generating step, of generating second 
identification information: and 

program code for a setting step, of setting the second identification 
information in the image data containing the first identification information, 

wherein the foiming a second identification information is not easily 
recognizable with bv the human eye and is different in form &om Ae first identification 
infonnation and n o t e asily re cognizabl e with e y e ; and 

se t ting tlic sec o nd identificati o n inf o rmati o n in imag e data 
c o ntainin g th e first idcn t ifica t i o u iufoniutiou » and 

wh ere ni ll ic fir s t id e ntificati o n in fo rmati o n i& fomied by a fu ' st color 
signal, and the setting process f urther includes said generating step performs color 
conversion processing fo r p e r f on ningxol or conv er si o n o f jan the image data including the 
first identification infi)rmatioiL and f o rming processing fo r f o rmin g forms the second 
identification information by a second color signal different &om the first color signal 
forming the color-converted first identification information in the color-converted image 
data. 



27. (Cancelled) 
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28. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium 
according to €teim r.laim 26, wherein the first identification information has a first block 
size, and tlie se tt ing pr o cc&5 c o imjiig^cs foxming said genera ting step forms the second 
identification information having a second block size. 

29. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium 
according to eferim claim 28, wherein the s^ setting pioccas compiijic^ cclui iajuvumuh 
piutc&j>Uig for pcifonuiug col o r conversi o n o f the im^gc data, and step sets the second 
identification information having the second block size in the color-converted image data 
that includes the color-converted firs t identificatjon information. 

30^0 (Cancelled) 

4 1 . (New) An image processing method for adding information to image 
data, said method comprising: 

a first addition step, of adding first identification information to the 
image data, wherein the first identification information formed by a first color signal is not 
easily tecognizable by the human eye; 

a generating step, of generatiixg second identification information; 

and 

a settmg step, of setting the second identification information in the 
image data containing the first identification information. 
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wherein the second identification infonnation is not easily 
recognizable by the human eye and is different in form from the first identification 
information, and 

said generating step performs color conversion processing on ttie 
image data including the first identification information, and forms the second 
identification infonnation by a second color signal different from the first color signal 
forming the color-converted first identification information in the color-converted image 
data. 

42. (New) An image processing method according to claim 41, wherein 
the first identification information has a first block size, and said generating step foim^ the 
second identification information having a second block size. 

43. (New) An image processing method according to claim 42, wherein 
said setting step sets the second identification information having the second block size in 
the color-converted image data ttiat includes the color-inverted first identification 
information 
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